
2019 Annual General    
MeetingJoin us for these events and outdoor 

adventures in the Place for Life:

Maple Festival 
Sat March 2 & Sun March 3 

11am - 4pm
essexregionconservation.ca/maple

Tree Planting & Care Workshop
Tues Jan 29 at 6:30pm  

essexregionconservation.ca/treeworkshop

Maple Moon
Tues Mar 12 at 7pm  

essexregionconservation.ca/maple



Welcome from Rick Fryer, Chair

Presentation by Chase Family

Election of Chair and Vice Chair

Business of the Annual General Meeting

Presentation of 2018 Annual Report

Recognition of Staff Service Awards

Presentation of 2018 Conservation Award Winners
Conservation Awards have been presented annually since 1992, and recognize 
organizations and individuals who have made a difference in sustaining and 

enriching the Place for Life. 

  Wine and cheese reception

Digital copy of program available at 
essexregionconservation.ca/agm

Cover image: Devonwood Conservation Area - Eric Naylor

Annual General Meeting
Program Staff Milestones in 2019

Robert Davies - 10 Years

Devin McCann - 10 Years

Corinne Chiasson - 15 Years

William Tate - 10 Years

Kathryn Arthur - 15 Years

Tom Dufour - 15 Years



The Conservation Farm Award is 
presented in conjunction with the Essex 
Soil & Crop Improvement Association 
and is awarded each year to the 
farming operation which best displays 
conservation minded farming practices. 
Maurice “Moe” Chauvin’s Fermes 
Chauvin Farms in Stoney Point is this 
year’s winner. A sixth generation farmer, 
Moe farms with his son Shawn and father 
Robert. They have adopted a variety 
of practices on their farm to protect 
their greatest resource – the soil. The 
Chauvin’s website proudly notes that 
they care for and are strong stewards 
of the land and the environment. ‘Our 
livelihood is 100% dependent on the 
land, the environment and mother 
nature.’

Conservation Farm Award
Maurice Chauvin

Youth Award
Ceara Copat

Ceara Copat is a very eager 
individual with a wonderfully positive 
attitude. She has demonstrated her 
commitment to both natural and 
cultural heritage programs with the 
Essex Region Conservation Authority. In 
her short time volunteering with ERCA, 
she has become one of our most active 
Youth Volunteers. She has committed 
her time and talents to many projects 
and events, including the John R. Park 
Homestead, How To Crew, Teen Ranger 
Program, Essex Region Bike Tour, and 
others. Most recently, Ceara has become 
one of ERCA’s Outreach Interns, and a 
Youth Environment Ambassador.
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The John R. Park Homestead Award 
recognizes outstanding contributions 
to the preservation and interpretation 
of human and natural history in the 
Essex Region. The Essex and Kent 
Scottish Regiment Association is 
recognized for diligent preservation 
and promotion of military heritage 
and its connection to our communities. 
The Regiment Association has the 
admirable and preservation-minded 
purpose “to foster, maintain and 
promote the traditions and well-being 
of the Regiment”, as well as fostering 
the historic and cultural significance 
of The Regiment in our community. 
In addition to their ongoing activities, 
over this past year, The Regiment 
Association has undertaken an 
incredible effort to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the end of the 
First World War.

John R. Park Homestead Award
The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment Association

Environmental Achievement Award
Tepperman’s Furniture

Tepperman’s Furniture has been an 
active contributor to our region’s 
environment for many years, and 
in 2015 established the ‘Live for 
Tomorrow’ sustainability plan. The plan 
acts as a guideline for its vision and 
commitment to be an environmental 
leader in Southwestern Ontario, and 
beyond. Since the plan’s inception, 
Tepperman’s has solidified itself as a 
front-runner in industry sustainability, 
and has adopted a number of 
environmentally friendly programs that 
have already made significant impacts 
on our community. Tepperman’s has 
reduced annual energy consumption 
by more than 70%, and has reduced 
waste by 87%. After recycling all of 
the waste following a home delivery, 
customers are provided a card noting 
this corporate commitment to recycling; 
the card is embedded with wildflowers 
seeds and encourages customers    
to plant it, and enjoy the resulting 
blooms. Recently, Tepperman’s was 
recognized for its environmental work 
on an international scale, receiving the

2018 Impact Innovator Award from 
‘Furniture Today’, North America’s 
leading home furnishings publication. 
A partner in the growth of our Place 
for Life, Tepperman’s is committed 
to a healthier future and its vision 
has set a shining example for other 
businesses and organizations to follow 
in sustainability.



Volunteer Award
Karen Batke

The Volunteer Award is being 
presented posthumously to a well-
deserving and beloved individual, 
Karen Batke. This award recognizes 
individuals who have volunteered 
their time and services to restoration 
projects, outreach and other activities 
that contribute towards achieving a 
healthy and sustainable future for the 
Windsor-Essex region. Karen and her 
husband Alan began volunteering with 
Essex Region Conservation over 35 
years ago in a variety of stewardship 
activities including tree planting, creek 
cleanups, maintaining pollinator and 
rain gardens and invasive species 
removals. Karen passed away on 
August 2, 2018 after a long battle 
with cancer. Despite the challenges 
she faced over the years with this, 
her dedication to volunteering and 
improving the environment is inspiring, 
and her memory will live on in all 
those who follow in her environmental 
footsteps.

The Volunteer Organization 
Award is presented to Just Fishin’ 
Friends, a group of retirees in 
Windsor-Essex who are dedicated to 
providing ‘learn to fish’ opportunities 
to youth, students and residents 
across the region. Just Fishin’ 
Friends are passionate about native 
fish communities, fish habitat, the 
Detroit River and the Great Lakes. 
Their knowledge and experience 
helps engage new anglers in fishing 
activities, connecting individuals 
to our natural world and the Great 
Lakes.

Volunteer Organization Award
Just Fishin’ Friends
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Laura Monforton has worked with 

Essex Region Conservation since 2015 
in a number of roles that have included 
Outreach Assistant and Crew Leader 
for Tree Planting. She volunteered 
at ERCA in between her contracts, 
and now helps to ensure our sources 
of drinking water are protected as 
ERCA’s Risk Management Official and 
Inspector. Numerous colleagues and 
her various supervisors have described 
Laura as ‘delightful, sunny, professional, 
positive, genuine, efficient, effective, 
and incredibly intuitive when it comes 
to customer service.’ Laura is an asset 
to our organization in any role and with 
any responsibility.

For nearly two decades, St. Thomas 
of Villanova Catholic High School has 
been implementing environmental 
projects in the Canard River Watershed. 
Under the committed leadership 
of Mr. Andy Paling, hundreds of 
students have implemented dozens 
of projects to protect and restore 
this important watershed of the 
Detroit River. Students are involved 
in schoolyard greening activities, and 
the school’s outdoor natural areas are 
used by classes across the curriculum. 
The school community is active in 
recycling, composting, and energy 
reduction activities. In 2018, the school 
impressively achieved the Ontario 
ECO Schools Program gold status. 
St. Thomas of Villanova Catholic High 
School students are stewards of their 
campus and of the Canard River. 
They truly demonstrate leadership by 
example to other schools and inspire 
them to also make a difference.

Education Award
St. Thomas of Villanova Catholic High School 

Dennis Chase Staff Award
Laura Monforton
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