


The Place for Life reinforces that all elements of a place 
are interconnected – our community, its environmental 
health, healthy lifestyles for our citizens and our 
economy. 

The Place … 
Our region is made up of ‘places’ – where we live, 
where we work, where we gather and where we play. 
We give meaning to these places based on how we 
use and appreciate them. The more important they are 
to us, the more we become attached and the more we 
feel obligated to protect and preserve our places.

When you think about place – where you feel most at 
home? What do you see? What do you feel? What do 
you hear? 

Do you have your own sense of place – where you are 
most comfortable and at peace. What would you do to 
preserve the place that you call home?

… For Life
Life recognizes our living, thriving, sustainable natural 
systems. Life refers to the people of our community; 
their health and protection and our shared heritage. 

We embrace this place and make it our home. For our 
families and future generations. For life.

Enriching and Sustaining the Place for Life
A Case for Supporting Essex Region Conservation

We embrace this place, 

and make it our home. 

For life.

– The Place for Life.

“I grew up in the Place for Life and 
I choose to continue to support it 
because I want my grandchildren to 
have the same sense of wonder. There 
are fewer natural areas to explore, and 
I want to ensure those that remain are 
protected, which is why I support Essex 
Region Conservation.”

Eric Naylor



Creating the Place for Life is what we 
do together with our neighbours, our 
municipalities, our research partners, our 
donors and volunteers and the many 
agencies and organizations with which 
we partner.

It’s what we do together with you. 

Great 
places 
don’t just 
happen.

For over forty years, the Essex Region Conservation 
Foundation and Authority have been striving to make the 
Windsor-Essex-Pelee Island region a thriving community 
where people can live, work, dream and play.

As the most southerly and biologically diverse region in 
all of Canada, the Place for Life is located fully within the 
Carolinian zone. Our region supports a higher diversity   
of plant and animal species than any other in Canada.

• We are at the centre of the Great Lakes, which supply 
more than 20% of the world’s fresh water;

• We are stewards of more than 290 km of Lake Erie, 
Lake St. Clair and Detroit River shoreline;

• We enjoy an excellent network of trails and 
recreational opportunities and places where we 
can experience the world’s best fall and spring bird 
migrations; and 

• Our region supports the highest concentration of 
globally rare species in Ontario and one third of 
Canada’s rare plant and animal species.

The Place for Life is a region with 
connected natural areas. A place with 
healthy rivers and streams, beaches you 
can swim in, and lakes you can fish in. 
Greenways and trails that connect you to 
each other and to the landscapes around 
you. A place with productive agricultural 
lands. A sustainable place that is resilient 
and can adapt to change.



Our Foundation
For more than four decades, the Essex Region 
Conservation Foundation has been raising funds to 
enrich the Place for Life. We have a track record of 
successes to build upon:

• The Chrysler Canada Greenway and Cypher Systems 
Group Greenway have been acquired and developed 
into the region’s premier trail systems, spanning 75 
kilometres and connecting five municipalities and 
nearly 30 otherwise separate natural areas.

• Cedar Creek, one of the most biologically diverse 
areas in our region, is now substantially protected 
for generations to come.

• To date, 350,000 students have connected to nature 
through ERCA’s outdoor education programs.

• The John R. Park Homestead and Kingsville Train 
Station – critical elements of our region’s human 
heritage – have been preserved for the future.

“This is my place for life, and while I 
love to explore the rest of the world, it’s 
Windsor-Essex-Pelee Island that always 
draws me back. I love riding the Greenway, 
visiting the John R. Park Homestead, and 
being part of creating forests and habitat, 
which is why I choose to support Essex 
Region Conservation.”

Susan Stockwell-Andrews



Together 
we can 
make a 
difference.

Your support is making a 
difference, but there is a 
need to increase the scope, 
scale and intensity of these 
efforts to address the 
challenges facing our region.

A Pressing Need
There’s no question that the Windsor-Essex-Pelee 
Island region is one of the most special places in 
Canada. As a result of 200 years of development 
and growth, when ERCA was established in 1973, the 
region had less than 3.5% natural area cover. More 
than 95% of the region’s wetlands had disappeared, 
almost all of the tall grass prairie was lost, and more 
than 90% of the region’s upland forests were cleared, 
leaving only disconnected and fragmented natural 
spaces. The Great Lakes, which surround our region, 
are impacted by invasive species, phosphorous and 
blue green algae. The water quality of the region’s 
rivers and streams is degraded, which impacts aquatic 
wildlife, increases drinking water treatment costs, 
and negatively impacts recreational use such as 
swimming, fishing and boating.

We are committed to change, and 
opportunities to enrich and sustain the 
Place for Life are abundant. Since our 
establishment, natural area cover has 
grown from 3.5% to more than 8.5%, 
5,000 homes are now protected from 
flooding and erosion, over 6 million trees 
have been planted, over 10,000 acres of 
natural areas restored, and more than 
350,000 students have participated in 
outdoor education programs. 



Why build 
greenways?
Connecting the Place for Life ensures that people 
have safe opportunities to connect with nature and 
each other, improving mental and physical health.  

A survey conducted by the County of Essex found 
that 96% of respondents would use trails if they 
were available to them. Similar numbers have been 
reported in Windsor. Ultimately, improving active 
transportation opportunities through trail networks 
make communities more livable. Trails attract tourists 
to our communities and create jobs. The Ontario Trails 
Council estimates that trails contribute at least $2 
billion a year to the Ontario economy. 

According to the Canadian Medical Association, “a 
10% increase in physical activity could reduce direct 
health-care expenditures by $150 million a year”. 
In fact, research indicates a walk in the woods can 
strengthen immunity, lower blood pressure, increase 
ability to focus, and ultimately lower health-care costs.

Why plant trees?
Conserving the Place for Life protects the natural 
areas that remain in our region, while creating and 
connecting new habitats.

Natural ecological areas within the Essex Region 
provide numerous benefits that have economic value. 
These include clean water supply, natural filtration of 
contaminants, water flow stabilization, greenhouse 
gas mitigation, erosion control, nutrient cycling, 
habitat, recreation and health benefits. This natural 
capital also helps to combat the impacts of climate 
change and related flooding incidents. In addition 
to the important economic rationale, there is an 
unquestionable connection between human and 
environmental health. 

An ancient Chinese proverb reminds us that the best 
time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second 
best time is now. While we’ve been planting trees 
for more than four decades, we need your help to 
continue to mitigate our ecological footprint and 
enhance sustainability in the Place For Life.

Presently, only 8.5% of the region’s 
land base is in a natural state. Our 
community has adopted the United 
Nations’ standard that requires 
12% green space to be healthy and 
sustainable. In total, approximately 
20,000 acres of habitat must be 
restored to achieve this goal.  

Riding a bike or walking along a trail 
through a woodlot is a simple pleasure. 
It appeals to people of all ages and 
abilities, from all backgrounds. Trails 
support active lifestyles which help 
prevent coronary heart disease, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, osteoporosis, 
obesity, colon cancer, depression and 
premature death. 



Why support 
outdoor education?
In today’s world of computers, tablets and cell 
phones, one of the greatest challenges of our time is 
connecting our children with the world around us. 

A compelling body of evidence exists that trees 
and natural areas are essential elements of healthy 
communities for children. 

Research also suggests that a connection to nature in 
childhood positively correlates to long term knowledge 
about the environment. Studies further support that 
nature exposure in childhood has lasting benefits by 
building a foundation in which children learn to seek 
out nature as a lifelong health habit.

Why preserve 
heritage?
Sites like the John R. Park Homestead bring people 
of all ages together. They become focal points for 
community celebrations and highlight our Canadian 
story - how our way of life has evolved over the 
centuries. There are few places where people can 
experience our history and traditions. 

As these sites age, legacy funds are needed to 
create sustainable solutions for preservation. If these 
important elements of our history are not preserved, 
they will eventually be erased from our community’s 
memory – and lost forever.

Your support is critical to fostering our community’s 
continued sense of place.

Introducing kids to nature supports 
a diversity of creative play, and has 
numerous health benefits including 
better motor coordination and balance, 
increased physical activity, healthier 
body weight, better concentration and 
less impulsivity, reduced symptoms of 
ADHD, less depression or psychological 
distress and a greater sense of energy.

Every historical site has a story to 
tell. These stories inspire our culture 
and convictions. Heritage sites are 
our connections to the past, and 
places like the Homestead provide 
important perspective that helps to 
shape our present community. 



Invest in 
the Place 
for Life 
Campaign.

“I love exploring nature, but there are 
not that many places left. I love to ride 
my bike on the Greenway because it is 
safe and I can go far and fast and see 
things I can’t see from the road. I love 
to visit the John R. Park Homestead to 
see how the pioneers lived. I want to be 
sure that these special places are here 
for now, and when I’m grown up.”

Connor

Our campaign aims to raise $1 million over three years 
to support the following four pillars that will enrich and 
sustain the Place for Life:

Connecting our Communities
• Increase vibrancy in the Place for Life by connecting 

the ‘Oldcastle Hub’ to our other active trails; 

• Rebuild the boardwalk and re-surface the trails at 
Holiday Beach and Devonwood Conservation Areas;

• Support nearly 80 km of safe and accessible 
greenway trails; and

• Create four community entrances for the Cypher 
Systems Group Greenway to enhance access for the 
community.

Greening our Region
• Create two new forests and support habitat creation 

of 125 acres per year. In total, 20,000 acres of 
restoration is required to meet the community’s goal 
of 12% natural areas coverage. 

Inspiring Future Generations
• Ensure that at least 10,000 students each year 

benefit from outdoor education programs;

• Continue to provide the Earth Day Travelling Road 
Show to more than 3,500 students each year; and

• Create an innovative Natural Playground at Holiday 
Beach Conservation Area to connect kids with nature 
while nurturing their imaginations.

Preserving our Heritage
• Restore the sawmill at the John R. Park Homestead 

to ensure that our cultural heritage is preserved for 
the future.



Naming and Recognition Opportunities
Rotary (1918) Centennial Hub – $225,000 (completed)
This community entrance will connect the Chrysler Canada Greenway Trails, LaSalle Trails and Herb Gray Parkway Trails, 
bringing our vision of a region connected by trails one step closer to reality.

Cedar Creek Forest or Holiday Beach Forest - $125,000 each
50 acres of Carolinian forest adjacent to Cedar Creek or Holiday Beach Conservation Areas to be restored and named. 

Holiday Beach Boardwalk - $100,000 
The boardwalk is utilized by thousands of people annually and requires replacement. 

Devonwood Nature Trail – $70,000 
This 5 kilometre trail in the heart of the City of Windsor requires significant improvement to ensure visitor safety and 
experience. 

Natural Playground/Outdoor Classroom at Holiday Beach - $50,000 
A unique nature based playground will be developed at Holiday Beach.

Restore the Sawmill - $50,000
Restore the historic roof and bring the sawmill back to life at the John R. Park Homestead (recently voted best living 
museum in Ontario). A historically appropriate plaque will be erected at the sawmill to recognize your contribution. 



Join us.

Community Entrances – $35,000 each - 4 available
Your support will create community connections for parking and access to the beautiful 22 kilometre Cypher 
Systems Group Greenway, which stretches from Amherstburg to the urban centre of Essex.

John & Shannon Omstead Nature In Education Champions - $30,000 
(completed)
Ensures more than 10,000 students each year have the opportunities to reap the lifelong benefits of outdoor 
education programs.  

Earth Day Travelling Road Show: Presenting Partner - $7,500
This interactive show highlights the importance of protecting our environment year-round – not just on Earth Day.  
Annual opportunity.

Nature in Education Supporters - $5,000
Help offset the cost for 20 classes to attend the Nature In Education program. Two available annually.

Forest Acres - $3,500 each - 50 available
Plant an acre of hardwood trees in the Holiday Beach or Cedar Creek Forest. 



Join us in sustaining and enriching 
the Place for Life.
Without your support and commitment to this vision, we 
cannot ensure that these places are protected for now 
and for the future. Stand together with us in sustaining 
and enriching the Place for Life. There are many ways to 
invest. Consider:

• Choosing a Naming Opportunity

• Becoming a Place Embracer

• Becoming a monthly donor

• Making a Gift that Honours

• Becoming a corporate partner

• Participating in an Essex Region Conservation event

• Making a planned gift

We are grateful for all gifts to sustain the Windsor-
Essex-Pelee Island region as the Place for Life. For more 
information, contact us at any time or visit our website 
www.placeforlife.ca

Recognition Benefits
• All naming opportunities for a mutually agreed upon 

period.

• Named donations will be recognized with on-site 
signage

• Multi-year pledge installments are available

• All donations will receive a tax receipt for the full 
amount donated

• All donations over $1000 will be recognized on our 
website at placeforlife.ca

• All donations over $5000 will also be recognized on 
our permanent donor wall 

• Additional recognition benefits are available

The Essex Region Conservation Foundation is one of only 
200 charities and nonprofits to receive Imagine Canada 
accreditation, which recognizes excellence in Board 
Governance, Financial Accountability and Transparency, 
Fundraising, Staff and Volunteer Management. 



Contact us
Richard Wyma, Exective Director
360 Fairview Avenue West
Suite 311, Essex, ON, N8M 1Y6

P: 519.776.5209 ext. 353
F: 519.776.8688
W: www.placeforlife.ca

facebook.com/EssexRegionConservation

twitter.com/essexregionca

instagram.com/EssexRegionConservation

youtube.com/TheEssexRegionCA

Amherstburg / Essex / Kingsville / Lakeshore / LaSalle / Leamington / Pelee Island / Tecumseh / Windsor


